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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GEORGE 00606 241826Z 
ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 10-13 ISO-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 
OMB-Ol DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 L-03 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 /089W 

241827Z 083753 /44 

PR 24165 1Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4390 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS GEORGETOWN 0606 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA- 
LEGAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING MARIHUANA POSSESSION IN GUYANA. 

REF: (A) GEORGETOWN 582; (B) STATE 57902 

1 . FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON GUYANA LAW PERTAINING TO 
MARIHUANA SUPPLEMENTS THAT PROVIDED IN REFTEL (A) 

A. FOR SUMMARY CONVICTION BEFORE A MAGISTRATE, GUYANA'S 
DANGEROUS DRUG ORDINANCE PROVIDES MAXIMUM PENALTY OF 12 
MONTHS IMPRISONMENT. HOWEVER. THOUGH THIS ORDINANCE HAS NOT 
CHANGED, MAGISTRATES HAVE RECENTLY BEEN GIVEN GENERAL AUTHORITY 
TO IMPOSE SENTENCES OF UP TO TWO YEARS. PRESUMABLY, THIS 
EXTENDS TO CONVICTIONS CONCERNING MARIHUANA, BUT IT HAS NOT 

YET BEEN TESTED. 

B. GUYANA CUSTOMS LAW ALSO PROVIDES FOR INCIDENTS OF 
MARIHUANA BEING DISCOVERED BY CUSTOMS OFFICIALS AT A PORT OF 
ENTRY. IN SUCH CASES A FINE OF 3 TIMES THE VALUE FOUND MAY 

BE IMPOSED IN ADDITION TO THE POSSIBLE INPRISONMENT PENALTIES 
DESCRIBED ABOVE IN REFTEL. 
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